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Abstract:

Arab-Islamic history has experienced numerous periods of intellectual conflict, and those
who are interested in this history will inevitably focus on the role that the Islamic heritage plays
each time in fueling this conflict because it is present and active at all stages and at more than
one level. Thus, heritage has always been a rich subject for researchers, in particular It has made
the religious text a subject of controversy and disagreement. From there, Arkoune attempted to
build his intellectual project on the criticism of the Islamic spirit after noting that there are
problems that have not been highlighted by critical analysis in order to distinguish where the
reason given by humans.

Transcending backwardness towards modernity was Arkoune's first obsession, and the way
to achieve this is to submit Islamology to applied sciences, that is to say, not to be satisfied with
the past of Muslims, but rather to go beyond it by rereading the religious text and jurisprudential
texts according to a new contemporary and modernist methodology, and "it is the duty of the
social sciences to expose and dismantle the invented eras of the past and the distorted periods
of the present and imaginary notions about the future, all of which are intended to lock thought
into alienations that never stop repeating themselves. » The opening of Islamism to the social
sciences, as well as the questions it raises on the path of their development, constitute a response
to the orientalists who treated heritage with coldness and selectivity and to the classical theist
spirit. Who thought under the direction of politics, and to get out of the crisis, Mohamed
Arkoune proposes to make an epistemological break with heritage and to study it from its
reality, that is to say to know the heritage of the civilization that produced it, and return to silent

periods in the history of heritage and rethink the unthought in
Keywords: thought, criticism, heritage, text, method
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