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Abstract

This study examines the principles and measures established by Islamic law for the protection
of natural resources, particularly forests, which are essential for environmental balance and
natural wealth. The research problem centers on the main question of the extent to which
Sharia-based measures contribute to forest protection and the points of convergence and
divergence between these measures and the environmental provisions of Libyan law.

The importance of this topic is highlighted by the challenges forests face, such as
deforestation, fires, urban expansion, and climate change, making the study a contemporary
necessity both legally and environmentally. The research aims to clarify the Sharia-based
principles and regulations for forest protection and evaluate their effectiveness, compared
with Libyan environmental legislation.

The study relies on an analytical-inductive approach, reviewing Qur’anic texts, Hadiths, and
juristic opinions to derive relevant rulings, alongside a comparative method that juxtaposes
Sharia texts with Libyan laws. The research comprises three sections: general concepts and
challenges, Sharia-based measures (prohibition of corruption, the “Hima” system, and legal
penalties), and the Libyan legal framework.

The study concludes that Islamic law establishes comprehensive principles for forest
protection, largely aligning with modern environmental legislation, though some legal
provisions require enhancement to ensure sustainable forest preservation.

Keywords: Sharia measures — Forest protection — Sharia objectives — Libyan law
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